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Abstract 

The present study examined the Parent-child relationship of differently –abled 
secondary school students in Kashmir. The sample of the study comprised 390 
differently-abled secondary school students (in which 130 were orthopedically 
impaired, 130 visually impaired and 130 hearing impaired). Parent-child 
relationship scale developed by Nalini Rao (1989) was used. For statistical analysis 
mean, S.D and t-test was used. The result of the study revealed that there is no 
significant difference between orthopedically impaired and visually impaired 
secondary school students on parent –child relationship scale. The result also 
revealed that there is no significant difference between orthopedically and hearing 
impaired secondary school students on parent-child relationship scale. The result 
further depict that there is no significant difference between visually impaired and 
hearing impaired secondary school students on parent-child relationship scale.  
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Introduction 

he differently- abled children are those who suffer from some impediment and this 
impediment becomes a challenging and demanding factor for them to lead a 

happy and prosperous life. These impediments are accountable for their inferiority 
complex in the society. This inferiority complex is responsible for creating number of 
conflicts, sociological, psychological and educational problems which hinders their 
relationship with parents, develops negative self –concept and low academic 
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achievement. Parents of differently-abled children play a vital role in the development 
of a child. The parent child relationship is one of the major problems which faced 
differently-abled child. 

The parent-child relationship consists of a combination of behaviours, feelings, 
and expectations that are unique to a particular parent and a particular child. The 
relationship involves the full extent of a child's development. Parents play a significant 
role in healthy development of a child. The patterns of personality are shaped in the first 
few years of life and the family members, particularly parents are the chief architects in 
shaping the personality of a child. Parents share the responsibility of bringing up their 
children in a manner so that as adults they become effective members of the respective 
society. Whatever parents do with children to achieve this goal is broadly known as 
parenting. However, it is observed that within parenting fathers and mothers have 
discrepancies in their attitudes towards disabled children, broadly on gender differences 
and hence it is marked as parent-child relationship.  Kumar, Rajesh and Brijesh1 (2016) 
revealed that the parent-child relationship in families with visually impaired schooling child 
is found to be in average level and the gender of the child is a significant factor influencing 
parent-child relationship. Rani Manju (2016) revealed that parental behaviour does not have 
significant effect on emotional, social, educational and total adjustment level of visually 
impaired and normal students. The types of students and parental behaviour, when 
combined together do not have significant influence on the emotional, social, educational 
and total adjustment of visually impaired and normal students. Wanjiru3 (2014) the 
results revealed that parent’s age, marital status and childs birth order do not 
influence parents’ attitude towards a child who is hearing impaired. However, 
parents‟ level of education, occupation and the number of children parents have, 
influence the parents’ attitude towards a child with hearing impairment. Azulay and 
Rusu (2015) revealed that there is a difference between parents in regards to their 
gender and to the individual coping mechanisms with the birth process of a child with 
hearing impairment. Sharma (2012) revealed that there is no significant difference in 
the level of overall Mother- Child relationship of boys and girls of secondary schools. 
Further the result revealed that there is no significant difference in the level of overall 
Mother Child relationship of secondary school students with low and high level of 
academic achievement. Sharma, Arora and Bharti (2012) revealed that children 
perceive their parents as protecting and loving and have positive and healthy 
relationship with them. The results revealed that physically challenged children 
perceive their parents as the most influential persons in their lives. Also children too 
have faced their disability with great courage and have worked hard at their institute. 
Chohan and Masrur (2010) revealed significant impact of parental support on the 
academic achievement as well as on the development of self-concept of secondary 
school students. The results have reflected a developmental sequence such that earlier 
parental support enable the child to establish a better academic status and positive 
self-concept which then contribute to the maturation of his/her personality. 
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Need and importance 
Home is the first school of children so parents should remain cautious for effective 

and better development of their children and they should help them in every walk of their 
life. If parents neglect their wards, disintegration of personality will happen to their wards. 
Nowadays differently-abled children are facing frequent problems which are quiet visible 
such as shyness, maladjustment, anxiety, depression, aggression, fear which are due to poor 
parent -child relationship. We know that child possess inherent abilities and capabilities but 
without parental support they waste their potential. Parents are not only caretakers, but they 
are instrumental in the development of their child’s social, emotional, cognitive and physical 
well-being. Parents play a major role in helping children take career decisions. The fate of a 
child almost depends in the hands of parents. Instead of acting as influence, they should be 
facilitators who act as a friend, philosopher and guide to make this process easy. 

After making the survey of the related literature, it is obvious that many studies 
have been conducted, but the investigator locates the research gap and formulates the 
present research problem “parent-child relationship of differently-abled secondary school 
students in Kashmir.” In this view the researcher is interested to work on the present 
research problem. 
Objectives  

The following objectives have been formulated for the present investigation: 
1. To compare the orthopedically impaired and visually impaired secondary 

school students on parent-child relationship 
2. To compare the orthopedically impaired and hearing impaired secondary 

school students on parent-child relationship  
3. To compare the visually impaired and hearing impaired secondary school 

students on parent-child relationship. 
Hypotheses 

The following hypotheses have been formulated for the present investigation: 
1. There is no significant difference between orthopedically impaired and visually 

impaired secondary school students on parent child relationship. 
2. There is no significant difference between orthopedically impaired and hearing 

impaired secondary school students on parent child relationship. 
3. There is no significant difference between visually impaired and hearing 

impaired secondary school students on parent child relationship. 
Definitions of terms and Variables 
Parent child relationship: The parent child relationship in the present investigation referred 
to the scores obtained by sample subjects on parent-child relationship scale (PCRS) 
developed by Dr. Nalini Rao (1989). 
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Differently-abled: The term differently-abled was first proposed (in the 1980s) as an 
alternative to disabled, handicapped, etc. Differently-abled children are those who have 
some physical impairment which hinders their participation in any activity. The following 
categories of differently-abled children had been chosen for the investigation. 

1. Visually Impaired 
2. Orthopedically Impaired 
3. Hearing Impaired. 

Design of the Study 
Sample 
  The sample for the present study consisted of 390 differently-abled secondary school 
students, in which 130 were orthopedically impaired, 130 were visually impaired and 130 
were hearing impaired selected by using purposive sampling technique from various 
government secondary school of district Srinagar, Ganderbal, Budgam, Anantnag and 
Baramulla. For the present study the sample was selected randomly from ten districts of 
Kashmir to ensure that each and every one in a population gets equal chance of being 
selected. The investigator guaranteed that discretion of the researcher should not interfere in 
the selection of the sample subjects from the population. 
Tools  
  The investigator used the following tool to collect the data  

1. Parent-child relationship (PCRS) scale by Nalini Rao (1989) 
Statistical Analysis 

Following statistical techniques were used for the present study- 
1. Mean 
2. Standard Deviation  
3. T-test  

Analysis and interpretation 
Table1.1:  Showing the mean comparison of differently-abled (orthopedically impaired 

and Visually impaired) secondary school students on Parent- Child 
Relationship (N=130 in each group) 

Group Mean S.D. t-value Level of Sig 
Orthopedically Impaired 506.38 77.357 0.052 

Not significant 
Visually Impaired 506.86 72.943 

 

Table 1.1 shows the mean comparison of differently-abled (orthopedically 
impaired and visually impaired) secondary school students on parent-child 
relationship.  The table further depicts that there is no significance difference between 
orthopedically impaired and visually impaired secondary school students on parent- 
child relationship. It means that both orthopedically impaired and visually impaired 
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secondary school students are carefully protected and praised by their parents. They 
tolerate their behavior and show favorable attitude towards them. They do not punish 
their children but pays more attention towards them. They make them safe and also 
reward them for good behavior. The above result clarifies those orthopedically 
impaired and visually impaired secondary school students are treated equally by their 
parents. It is evident from the above table that the hypothesis number one, which 
reads as, “There is no significant difference between orthopedically impaired and 
visually impaired secondary school students on parent-child relationship”, stands 
accepted. 
Table 1.2:  Showing the mean comparison of differently-abled (orthopedically impaired 

and hearing impaired) secondary school students on Parent- Child 
Relationship N=130 in each group) 

Group Mean S.D. t-value Level of Sig 

Orthopedically Impaired 506.38 77.357 
0.808 Not significant 

Hearing Impaired 499.15 66.429 
  

Table 1.2 shows the mean comparison of differently-abled (orthopedically 
impaired and hearing impaired) secondary school students on parent-child 
relationship.  The table reveals that both the groups orthopedically impaired and 
hearing impaired secondary school students are similar on parent-child relationship. It 
means that parents of both orthopedically impaired and hearing impaired secondary 
school students were willingly help their children and are affectionate towards them. 
They are more caring and helpful in solving their day to day problems, treats them as 
a grown up and responsible person. They also help them in making their social life 
comfortable. The above result clarifies that orthopedically impaired and hearing 
impaired secondary school students as treated equally by their parents. It is evident 
from the above table that the hypothesis number two, which reads as, “There is no 
significant difference between orthopedically impaired and hearing impaired 
secondary school students on parent-child relationship”, stands accepted. 
Table 1.3:  Showing the mean comparison of differently-abled (visually impaired and 

hearing impaired) secondary school students on Parent- Child Relationship 
(N=130 in each group) 

Group N Mean S.D. t-value Level of Sig 

Visually Impaired 130 506.86 72.943 
0.891 Not significant 

Hearing Impaired 130 499.15 66.429 
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Table 1.3 shows the mean comparison of differently abled (visually impaired 
and hearing impaired) secondary school students on parent-child relationship. The 
table further depicts that there is no significant difference between visually impaired 
and hearing impaired secondary school students on parent-child relationship. It 
clarifies that both the groups have similar parent-child relationship. These parents 
help them when they are in need, give them freedom and reward, encourage them in 
their work, take interest in their day today affairs, make them feel that they are needed 
and wanted and also keep them away from unpleasant situations. The above result 
depicts that visually and hearing impaired secondary school students are treated 
equally by their parents. It is evident from the above table that the hypothesis number 
three, which reads as, “There is no significant difference between visually impaired 
and hearing impaired secondary school students on parent-child relationship”, stands 
accepted. 
Conclusion  

1. The results revealed that there is no significant mean difference between 
orthopedically impaired and visually impaired secondary school students 
on parent-child relationship. It was found that parents of both 
orthopedically impaired and visually impaired secondary school students 
have similar attitudes, sentiments towards their children. 

2. The results revealed that there is no significant mean difference between 
orthopedically impaired and hearing impaired secondary school students 
on parent-child relationship. It was found that parents of both 
orthopedically impaired and hearing impaired secondary school students 
have similar opinion, perspective and viewpoint regarding their children. 

3. The results revealed that there is no significant mean difference between 
visually impaired and hearing impaired secondary school students on 
parent-child relationship. It was found that parents of both visually 
impaired and hearing impaired secondary school students treated equally 
to their children. 
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