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Abstract 
The present study was undertaken to study the Educational Achievement and literacy rate 
among the Gujjar and Bakerwal students at elementary level. The sample of the present 
study was 100 students, 50 boys (25 Gujjars & 25 Bakerwals) and 50 girls (25 Gujjars & 
25 Bakerwals) taken from 5 different schools in which the Gujjar and Bakerwal students 
were reading of Zone Devsar of District Kulgam. The data was considered as their scores 
achieved in their previous annual examination in the subject of General English, Math, 
General Science, Social Science, Urdu and Kashmiri. The collected data was analyzed by 
some statistical techniques. The findings of the study reveal that there is low enrolment of 
Gujjar and Bakerwal children in the elementary schools and there is also significant mean 
difference between the Gujjar and Bakerwal students in their academic achievement. 
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Introduction 

ujjars together with Bakerwals continue to be a unique community with their own 
social, cultural and linguistic identities. They spend most of the summer seasons 

in the picturesque upper reaches of pir panchal range relishing natural life in lush 
green meadows and pastures. However, living in far flung and difficult areas has 
affected their cultural, economic and political empowerment and had led to their 
backwardness. Gujjars are mostly herdsmen of buffaloes, sheep, goat and some are of 
horses. Many of them own barrack type shelters made of wooden hugs called Dhokes 
on the upper reaches. Bakerwals who belong to the same ethnic stock, targely 
depended on sheep and goats for their livelihood. Being landless and house less, they 
live nomadic lives moving with their houseless, they live nomadic lives moving with 
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their baggage on horses and flock of goats and sheep guarded by ferocious dogs in 
search of green pastures. They prefer nomadic life because they have not permanent 
abodes and are in search of pastures for their goats and sheep. Sometimes they destroy 
the crops and plantation of the people. Where from they passed their flocks Pt. 
Jahandar lal Nehru on seeing a group of Bakerwals at Pahalgam in South Kashmir 
instantly described them as the ‘king of Jungles’. The Central Govt. notified the Gujjar 
and Bakerwals in Jammu and Kashmir as schedule tribes in 1991 

Currently a sizeable population of Gujjars and Bakerwals of Jammu and 
Kashmir are engaged in seasonal migration from the upper reaches of the North 
western Himalayas to the foothills and plains of Jammu and Kashmir division. They 
are a common right on various highways and roads morning along with their herds of 
livestock largely engaged in rearing animals. Their socio-cultural economic and 
political conditions are weak. Their dress is also different as compared to the people 
living in this state, but on the other hand they are one of the group brave and 
courageons people. Kalhana as one of the eminent historian has written about these 
people in his history of ancient Kashmir. Raj Tarangni Rah Ullah Khan even 
established sango dynasty of Gujjars in 18th century has also contributed for making 
this community strong. The central Govt from time to time is taking keen interest for 
the upliftment of these tribal people. As they are spending their precious life on the 
foothills and some are spending their precious lives in the hot desrts. They are short 
tempered people by nature. They oftenly querells with each other apparently on minor 
issues. M.L. Dhar has also writes about these people. Besides that, the different 
schemes of central and state Government are launched from time to time for the 
overall development of these tribal people. The centre Govt has notified the Gujjars 
and Bakerwals in Jammu and Kashmir as scheduled tribes (in 1991). This has greatly 
helped them in their educational and economic empowerment by providing special 
opportunities and avenues with special privileges of reservation, so that they could 
uplift their economic, social and political position. The Govt has been prioritizing the 
education of these nomadic communities at the grass-root level to arm their children 
with education and knowledge to enable them to avail the benefits of reservation 
Gujjars and Bakerwals hostel at the district level with free boarding and lodging 
facilities up to 12th class have been entrusted. Many more such facilities are in the 
pipeline. The Gujjars and Bakerwal student are also benefited from the girls’ hostels 
and model schools set up in educationally backward areas. Each of the 4, 206 SC and 
ST girl students were given 3,000 rupees’ scholarship sanctioned by the centre during 
the last financial year It is possible to avail the reservation provided for them in 
employment and vocational institutions only with their educational empowerment.  
Need of the present study  

We are living in a state of democracy, socialism & secularism, more and more 
concern is being felt for the liberation upliftment, welfare and all round development 
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of socially, culturally and economically deprived groups (sections) of the society living 
in various parts of the country. As education has been considered as the most 
important agency of social change, mobility and modernization. That is why many 
educational programmes are suggested from time to time for the socially, culturally 
and economically deprived groups of society. Spread of education in the state has 
made tremendous development and considerable educational facilities have been / 
are being made available even in the remote hilly and backward areas. Besides the 
mobile / seasonal schools have also been provided to the nomadic population of 
Gujjar and Bakerwals. 

There is an urgent need to ‘create’ an enabling environment for the welfare and 
development of the socially disadvantaged groups by removing the still existing, 
disparities and other persisting besides, providing easy and equal access on basic 
minimum service (planning commission, tenth plan). This may be achieved through 
education which is the most effective instrument of empowering the socially 
disadvantages groups. There is, therefore, need for improving the educational status of 
the groups especially of women and girl child.  
 Some efforts were made for the education of schedule castes, scheduled tribes 
and tribal people in the pre independent era. In the Macaulay’s declaration of 1835 it 
was said that the doors of the government colleges shall be opened only for those who 
belong to the higher class. But after the dawn of independence the greatly felt the need 
for the propagation of education for all the people of the country  
 A lot of research has been conducted in India and other parts of the world in 
the area of educational, social, economic and political aspects of weaker sections of the 
society. As a result of such research and field studies have helped the Govt. to make 
policies and suggest interventions for upliftment of these people. However, no such 
research has been conducted on the life and problems of Gujjars and Bakerwals of 
Kashmir, so that their life style, cultural traits, familial relations educational and social 
problems could be understanding and necessary intervention to be taken in their 
behalf.  

Hence, there is an important need to study this community. In the back drop of 
the lack of research studies in the area of education of Gujjar and Bakerwals of Jammu 
and Kashmir. The investigation has selected to study the educational achievement of 
students of Gujjars and Bakerwals at elementary stages of education. Thus the 
problem is states as under “A Study of Educational Achievement of Gujjar and 
Bakerwal Community Students of Zone Devsar in District Kulgam” 
Statement of the problem  

A Study of Educational Achievement of Gujjar and Bakerwal Community 
Students of Zone Devsar in District Kulgam 
Objectives of the study  
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The following objectives are formulated for the study: - 
1 To study the literacy rate among the Gujjars and Bakarwals. 
2  To study the educational achievement of Gujjar and Bakerwal students at 

elementary stage. 
3  To study the educational achievement of Gujjar and Bakerwal students 

on the basis of gender.    
Operational Definitions of Variables  
Gujjars: Gujjars are mostly herdsmen of buffaloes, sheep, goat and some are of horses. 
Many of them own barrack type shelters made of wooden hugs called Dhokes on the 
upper reaches.  
Bakerwals: Bakerwals who belong to the same ethnic stock, targely depended on 
sheep and goats for their livelihood. Being landless and house less, they live nomadic 
lives moving with their houseless, they live nomadic lives moving with their baggage 
on horses and flock of goats and sheep guarded by ferocious dogs in search of green 
pastures. They prefer nomadic life because they have not permanent abodes and are in 
search of pastures for their goats and sheep. 
Research design 

The investigator followed the Survey cum Descriptive Research in the present 
study. 
Sample 

The target sample consisted of all 100 students, 50 boys (25 Gujjars & 25 
Bakerwals) and 50 girls (25 Gujjars & 25 Bakerwals) taken from 5 different schools in 
which the Gujjar and Bakerwal students were reading.  
Tools used for data collection 

Academic achievement: Academic achievement of sample group was 
considered their scores achieved in their previous annual examination in the subject of 
General English, Math, General Science, Social Science, Urdu and Kashmiri.  
ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 

In order to achieve the objective formulated in the present study the dated has 
been tabulated and analyzed as under:  

Table (1.0) : Community-wise percentage of students of Gujjar & Bakerwal 
S. 
No. Community Percentage 

1 Av. Lit. rate in boys of Gujjars 22% 
2 Av. Lit. rate in girls of Gujjar 17% 
3 Av. Lit. rate in boys of Bakerwal 18% 
4 Av. Lit. rate in girls of Bakerwal 13% 
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5 Net Av. of Lit. rate in Gujjar & Bakerwal Students 17.5% 
Table (1.1): Showing the academic achievement of Gujjar and Bakerwals. 

Marks out  
of 100 

No of student in Gujjar 
Community. 

FI 

No of students in Bakerwal 
Community 

fi,’ 
0-10 2 2 
10-20 2 3 
20-30 6 7 
3o-40 8 14 
40-50 14 12 
50-60 8 6 
60-70 6 4 
70-80 3 2 
80-90 1 0 
90-100 0 0 

  In the above table (1.1), FI represents the frequency or number of the Gujjar 
Community and (fi) represents the frequency or number of the Bakerwal Community. 

Table (1.2): From the above data the following information can be gathered. 
Community  mean S.D Combined 

 S.D 
No. of  
Students 

 t test  Level of  
 Significance 

`Gujjar = 44.8 Sx=17.48 S=24.8 n=50   
  2.75 

 
 Significant 

Bakerwal 
= 40 

Sy=16.1 m = 50  

 

We find that the coefficient of variation (C. V) for Gujjars 39.02 which is more 
than the coefficient of variation (C. V) for Bakerwals which is (40.25). Therefore, we 
conclude that the Gujjers perform more consistently than Bakerwals.Since the two 
samples have been drawn independently from the two populations, therefore we use 
students t-test for difference of means to check whether there is a significant difference 
between the academic achievement of the two category of sexes or not. Using the data, 
available in table 1.2, we find that, while t- tabulated at 40 d. f, 5% level of significance 
is 2.75. Now is more than tabulated value of t at 40 d.f, 5% level of significance, we 
accept the hypothesis and conclude that their is significant difference between the 
academic achievement of two sexes. 
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Table (1.3): Subject wise Academic Achievement of the Gujjar students. 

Subject  No of Students 
appeared in 

Exam. 

Passed 1st 
Division 

2nd 
Division 

3rd 
Division 

Overall 
Pass 

Percentage 

G English  50 42 10 15 17 48.4% 

Maths  50 36 12 14 10 58.32% 

G. Science  50 46 11 15 20 47.05% 

S. Science  50 45 10 14 21 48% 

Urdu 50 43 9 16 18 51% 

Kashmiri 50 43 8 18 17 54% 

 
Table 1.4 Subject –wise Academic achievement of the Bakerwal students. 

Subject  No. of Students 
Appeared in 

Exam. 

Passed 1st 
Division 

2nd 
Division 

3rd 
Division 

Overall Pass 
Percentage 

G. English  50 40 6 13 21 46% 

Maths  50 32 8 12 12 56.4% 

G. Science  50 39 10 8 11 45.5% 

S. Science  50 38 7 10 21 43% 

Urdu 50 36 6 10 20 39% 

Kashmir 50 35 5 8 22 41% 

 
Therefore, the overall performance in Gujjers is as: 1st division 8 %, 2nd 

division 16 %, 3rd division 45 % and Fail 31 % And the overall performance in 
Bakerwals is as: 1st division 4 %, 2nd division 11 %, 3rd division 46 % and Fail 39 % 
Hence we find that the pass percentage of Gujjars = 36/50 x100   = 72 % and Bakerwals 
= 31/ 50 x100 = 62 %  

From the above table we find that Gujjar’s perform is well in the language 
subject English as compared to Bakerwal’s as the pass percentage of Gujjar’s in 
General English is 48.4 % where the pass –percentage of Bakerwal’s is 46 % which 
shows the difference of 2.4 %. In the subject of math, the pass percentage of Bakerwals 
is only 56.4 where as the pass-percentage of Gujjars is 58.32% which shows difference 
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of 1.92%. It means that Gujjars performed better in maths as compared to Bakerwals. 
Same is the case in General Science, in which the pass-percentage of Gujjars is 47.05% 
where the pass- percentage of Bakerwals is 45.5 % which shown the difference of near 
about 2 percents. Hence Gujjars perform well in this subject. In the subject of social 
science, the pass percentage of Bakerwals is 43 percent where the overall pass – 
percentage of Gujjars is 48 % which means that Gujjars leads in the performance of 
social – Science subject also. Gujjars also show better performance in Urdu languages 
subject as the overall pass percentage of Bakerwals is only 39 percent where as the 
pass- percentage of Guggars is 51 percent. In the subject of Kashmiri, the overall pass 
percentage of Bakerwals is 41% whereas the pass percentage of Gujjers is 54% which 
shows the difference of 13%. Hence the overall performance of Gujjars in all subjects is 
much better as compared to Bakerwals. Through the study we also find that the 
overall pass percentage in all subjects; Gujjars show 72% result whereas the Bakerwals 
show only 62% Therefore it becomes clear that Gujjars perform more consistently than 
Bakerwals. 
Summary conclusion and educational implication 

To conclude present study reveals that academic achievement is low among 
the Gujjar and Bakerwals community students. It was also observed that there is a 
significant difference in the academic achievement among two sexes. Girls (student) 
show high academic achievement as compared to boys. The difference behind the low 
academic achievement has various reasons. The children’s belonging to literate parents 
had high ability regarding academic achievement while as children belonging to 
illiterate parents shown low ability regarding their academic achievements. The 
reasons behind the low educational achievement of children belonging to illiterate 
parents are the illiteracy of their parents. They are not in a situation to teach or guide 
their children in their academic studies because they cannot read and write. Besides 
this seasonal migration also influences their academic achievement. Their parents’ 
keep their children’s with themselves as they help them taking vigilant watch of their 
animals through the study. It was also observed that early marriage is also one of the 
reason for wastage and stagnation. Through the present study low socio- economic 
background and ignorance among the parents is the main cause behind the low 
academic achievement and high wastage and stagnation among the children 
belonging to Gujjar and Bakerwals community. As the illiterate they are not in a 
situation to teach or guide their children in their academic studies because they can’t 
read and write. They are not even in the position to check the daily progress of their 
children as they cannot read their school dairy. Being illiterate and busy in rearing 
their animals they do not show any concern to meet the school teacher of their children. 
They prefer to go here and there with their animals rather than to meet the school 
teacher of their children. Another reason for low academic achievement and wastage 
and stagnation are their low financial conditions. They cannot afford a tuition teacher 
for their children who could guide them or teach them in their academic studies. They 



INSIGHT Journal of Applied Research in Education, Vol. 24, No. 1, 2019 

 256

cannot even buy the sufficient note books and necessary equipments which helps them 
in their studies. Further the children of illiterate and poor parents had not the broad 
vision regarding the education. 
 It also seen in the research that the low academic achievement and wastage and 
stagnation among these communities are because of the govt. inefficiency. Through 
visiting to the different schools and homes of these children, the investigator came into 
the conclusion that the government should take keen interest regarding the education 
of this deprived section of the society. The Govt. should open more and more 
habitation schools, the teachers should appoint from this community and scholarship 
and other necessary facilities should be provided.  
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